American Government Study Guide: The Bill of Rights and Amendments 11-27.

Skim chapters 19 and 20 of your textbook.  Then answer each of the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.

1. What are the first ten amendments to the Constitution called?

2. Why were the first ten amendments written down and added to the Constitution?

3. Which five rights does the First Amendment protect? 

4. Is the “freedom of speech” an absolute right?  Give examples to explain your answer.

5. What is meant by “freedom of the press”?  How has the idea of “the press” changed since the 1780s?

6. What is your interpretation of the Second Amendment? 

7. What is the difference between the “common sense” interpretation of the Second Amendment and the legal definition of that amendment?

8. What is meant by “due process”? 

9. Which Amendment(s) protect(s) due process rights?

10. What are two kinds of due process in American law? Give examples of each kind of due process.

11. How does the Constitution define citizenship?  Which amendment defines citizenship?

12. Do Americans have a Constitutional right to privacy? How has the Supreme Court addressed the right to privacy?

13.  Which amendment abolished slavery, and when?

14. What two protections does the Fourth Amendment provide?

15. What do we mean by “probable cause”?

16. What does the “exclusionary rule” provide?

17. What is a “writ of habeas corpus”?

18. What does a grand jury do?

19. What is double jeopardy?

20. Which amendment protects against double jeopardy?

21. What does the Miranda rule provide?

22. What does “taking the Fifth” mean?

23. Which amendment protects against “cruel and unusual punishment”? 

24. What are some examples of “cruel and unusual punishment”?

25. In your view, would capital punishment qualify as a form of “cruel and unusual punishment”? Defend your position.

26. Which amendment gave women the right to vote in all elections?

27. Which amendment established a federal income tax?  Some people argue that this amendment did not actually establish an income tax; do you agree?  

28. Which was the only amendment to be repealed?  Which amendment repealed it?

29. Which amendment eliminated the poll tax in national elections?  Whom did this amendment help the most?

