STATION:  HOW DID THE WAR CHANGE AMERICANS’ LIVES?

For this set of tasks, you will be learning and talking about three key groups of people before, during, and after the war.  Those groups are African Americans, women, and military-aged males.  What we want to do with these groups is find out how their lives changed from the pre-war years (the “antebellum” years) to the years after the war (the “post-war” years).  To prepare for this task, you will rely on your knowledge of the causes of the war, as well as the textbook, and some information I provide below.  Some of the information will be repeated, some will be familiar, and some will be new.  Some information may even be unnecessary.  You will have to decide which information is useful and which is not useful.  

FIRST TASK: To start, please read the following sections in your textbook.  If you need a quiet place to read, take a couple of desks into the hallway with your group and your textbooks.  As you read, discuss with your group which parts you think will be useful for your assignment.  The recorder will take notes on which parts the group thinks will be useful.   

· Look at the picture of the soldier on page 367, and read the caption above it.

· On page 368, read “Costs of the War.”

· Also, beginning on page 368 and continuing to page 371, read “The War Changed Lives.”

· On page 386, read “African Americans as Voters.”

· Beginning on page 387,  read “Former Slaves Face Many Challenges.” Be sure to read “New-won Freedoms,” “Reunification of Families,” “Education” (p. 388), “Churches and Volunteer Groups,” and “Politics and African Americans” on page 389.  

Here are some other ideas to think about.

WOMEN

Before the war, many women in the North worked as abolitionists.  They tried to find ways to end slavery and protect free African Americans.  When the war ended, and slavery was abolished by the Thirteenth Amendment, many former abolitionists found the courage to begin working harder for the woman’s right to vote.  Their hard work and organization before the war had prepared them for the challenges of persuading Americans that all people—including women—deserved equal political rights.  It would be a long time before all American women got the right to vote (it did not happen until 1920 with the passage of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution), but the people who had worked to end slavery found encouragement when slavery finally ended in 1865.  

During the Civil War, women took on many roles.  Many women found themselves at home, providing for the family, while their husbands, brothers, and fathers were away at war.  In addition to managing the family finances and taking care of young children, women sewed clothing and put together food items to send to their loved ones near the battlefront.  

On southern plantations, wealthy slave-holding women often found themselves unwilling to take up the duties of their absent men, especially when that meant managing the lives of slaves.  According to one historian, rich southern women may have worked against the southern war effort by refusing to discipline slaves and insisting that life would be better for everyone if their men would come home from the war and do their duties by providing for their families at home.  

Other women, from both the North and South, served as military nurses, taking care of the sick and wounded, and witnessing first-hand the horrors of battle.  

AFRICAN AMERICANS 

As you know, before the war, African Americans were enslaved in the South.  Even when they escaped to free territories, they faced problems.  The Fugitive Slave Act and the Dred Scott decision remind us that African Americans were not completely safe anywhere they lived.  

During the war, African Americans mostly did what they had done before the war.  In the South, they farmed and worked as enslaved people for whites. In the North, too, African Americans, though free, were often employed by white people, and they often farmed.  Some northern African Americans owned property of their own.  In a few cases, however, black soldiers fought in the war.  Although this sometimes happened on the Confederate side, the most famous example of black soldiers was the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry.  

After the war ended, the United States kept soldiers in the South to make sure the Confederacy was finished and that the states that had seceded would come back to the Union.  During this time, called Reconstruction (from 1865 until 1877), African Americans also gained many rights they had never known before.  The 13th Amendment ended slavery, and the 14th Amendment made former slaves citizens.  As a result, former slaves could vote and even run for political office.  In some states, black men were elected to government positions.  This was a long way from the days of slavery.  Whereas before the war, black southerners lived almost entirely on or near farms, many African Americans moved to southern cities after the war to look for jobs.  Additionally, the Freedmen’s Bureau helped to educate former slaves and gave them food and clothing.  Although most newly-won rights were taken away again after the U.S. military left the South in 1877, African Americans experienced an enormous change, if only for a brief time.  

SECOND TASK:  Now draw two pictures for two of the groups (women, African Americans, and military-aged men).  The picture should represent what that group experienced during the war.  Be neat, and give your picture color.  Make it large enough that it may be seen clearly when hanging on a wall.  

Next, write a brief caption (2 to 3 sentences) for each picture that summarizes that group’s experience during the war.  Do NOT COPY! Paraphrase your information.  

THIRD TASK:  After the war.  

Which group of people experienced the most change as a result of the war?  Write a paragraph that answers this question, and support your answer with details.  The paragraph should have a topic sentence and a concluding sentence.  The total length of the paragraph should be 7 to 8 sentences.  

Draw a picture that shows the group who experienced the most change as a result of the war.  Write a brief caption for the picture that summarizes the experience.  

