AP World History Winter Break Assignment: the Importance of Class

Your task is to write a 5-to-6-paragraph essay that answers the question below.  The essay will have a strong (front-loaded) introduction, but no concluding paragraph (you may sum up your essay with a single sentence at the end of your final paragraph).  You must have a defensible thesis statement that is not too general and that takes a stand; in other words, your thesis should not simply summarize your topic or define a key term.  You need to make an argument, which may be controversial to others, but which you will defend.  You will support your thesis throughout your essay by using concrete historical examples from your text, notes, and primary sources.  You must use both primary and secondary sources to defend your ideas.  

It goes without saying that you should stay “on topic” throughout the essay; however, remember that each time you switch to a different way of defending your thesis (between sub-topics, that is), you should write a new paragraph.  Therefore, organizing your writing before you write is key to the success of your argument.  

Let me hammer this home once more, at the risk of being redundant.  The whole point of the essay is for you to make an argument—not to show me you know the definition of a word or how to summarize historical events.  Another way of saying this is that the point of the essay is for you to show the reader your unique point of view, not to regurgitate something the reader already understands.  It’s okay—in fact, it is expected—that you state your views a little differently from what conventional knowledge tells you is true, as long as you back up what you say with evidence.  That last fact—the requirement of evidence—is what keeps us honest and helps us draw the line between what is defensible knowledge and what is bull-loney.  So use evidence that helps you state your ideas clearly.

Here’s the question, to which I will add a few ideas you should consider when writing your essay:  What role(s) does class fill in determining the success or failure of a society?

Use an example from history to support your thesis.  

Another way of stating the question is, How do relationships between different social classes shape the way a society functions?  Yet another way to ask the question is, How should social classes interact with one another in order for a society to function properly?

This takes a bit of a judgment on your part.  Remember that there is not one right answer—only your answer, which is defended with evidence.  Remember too that you may use your evidence in imaginative ways. 

Choose from the following periods to help you organize your evidence:

-India (any period)

-Rome between 400 BCE and 400 CE

-Medieval Europe

-The modern world (think of the DBQ exercises we did on Muslim nationalism and the Green Revolution)

To support your central idea, think about the following ideas:


-What is class?


-What determines class?


-Is class important in determining the outcomes of societies? If so, how?  If not, 

why not?

Think also about the authorship of sources (who writes the primary sources you use?)  And consider who is involved in taking action in those sources (the main “characters” of history, if you will).  

This assignment lends itself naturally to questions that fall under the categories of political history, social history, and even economic and cultural history.  So don’t confine yourself too much in the way you discuss this topic; just be aware of which analytical categories you are using.  

This assignment is due when we arrive back at school after the break.  

