STATION:  PRIMARY SOURCES

All of the items in this packet are primary sources.  Take a few minutes to look at them:

· The Gettysburg Address was a speech given by President Abraham Lincoln on Thursday, November 19, 1863.  He gave the address near the battlefield where Union forces had defeated Confederate forces in the Battle of Gettysburg in July 1863.  

· Freedman's school—a drawing of a school for African Americans after the end of slavery.  In most of the South during slavery, African Americans were not permitted to learn how to read or write.

· “Emancipation,” a drawing by cartoonist Thomas Nast.  This carton marked Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation of January 1863.  

· “Christmas Eve,” another cartoon by artist Thomas Nast. 

TASK 1: Read the Gettysburg Address and discuss it with your group.  What was Lincoln's purpose in making this speech?  First, explain your answer in the words of your group members (no copying from the speech!)

Next, find one or two parts from the speech which tell you that your answer is right.  Using all the information you can find about the Address, write a short summary of the speech—without copying any information word for word.  

TASK 2:  Choose two of the other primary sources in the packet, and answer (with complete sentences) the questions that go with them.  

'CHRISTMAS EVE'

1. What do you think the woman is thinking about?

2. What do you think the man is doing?   What is he thinking about?

3. Which side—North or South—do you think is the intended audience for this cartoon?  How do you know?

4. What kind of emotion do you think this cartoon was meant to express?  Why do you think this is so?

'FREEDMAN'S SCHOOL'

1. Who would most benefit from Freedman's schools?  Why do you think this?

2. Why would a Freedman's school be on a plantation (or a former plantation)--in the South?

3. Who might the adults in the foreground be?

4. Who might the people closer to the school be?

'EMANCIPATION'

1. Name two things that are happening on the left side of the cartoon.

2. Describe two things that are happening on the right side of the cartoon.

3. What is happening inside the center circle?

4. What do you think the cartoon tries to show?  

TASK 3:  Now draw a cartoon of your own that shows how life for one group of people was changed by the Civil War.  Give your drawing color, and make it large enough to be seen clearly from a distance when hanging on a wall.  Be neat!  

