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Sarah Deutsch provides an intricately-woven account of the Anglo-Hispanic cultural frontier of Colorado and northern New Mexico between 1880 and 1940.  Her claim that the relationship between those two groups requires an analysis of gender gains significant support throughout this work.  But her scholarly contributions go beyond the recognition of agency and of patterns of domination among Hispanic and Anglo women and men.  Culling sources from a variety of government studies, personal papers, mining company files, newspapers, etc., Deutsch delivers a combination of Chicano/a history, women’s history, Western United States history, and social (labor) history.  In doing so, she brings new insights to the notion of the American frontier, and she examines migration as a cultural strategy.  She views the frontier differently from many of her predecessors not only by correcting the traditional omission of women but also in her description of the frontier as “a zone and a process” in which a number of different cultures interact (10).  “Strategy” here means aggregate choice—the confluence of many individual choices within a region.  Her central argument is that migration and the development of a regional community was a necessary strategy used by Hispanics as a way of dealing with the incursion of Anglo settlers.  That community developed as a result of the “changing dynamics of the intercultural frontier” (40).  In forwarding her thesis, Deutsch makes the case that culture, class, and gender are complementary lenses for viewing the interwoven stories of a multi-cultural frontier.    


Past scholarship has viewed Spanish Americans of Colorado and northern New Mexico as static and paternalistic.  Yet in the mid-nineteenth century settlements, women played a central role in food production, had inheritance rights, and therefore held decision making power.  By the 1880s, with the incursion of railroads, Anglo settlers disrupted Hispanic culture, though it was not merely a process of domination on the part of Anglos or a passive one of assimilation on the part of Hispanic villagers.  Hispanic families increasingly relied on wage labor, which resulted in the periodic absence of men and the relative empowerment of Chicanas in villages.  Women missionaries sent to Americanize Hispanic villagers thus targeted women who became the maintainers of Hispanic culture and community.  The former stressed the importance of Protestantism, appropriate forms of child-rearing, and the home-centered role of Anglo women.  The latter adopted those pieces of American culture that suited the interests of their evolving culture, accepting tenets of Americanization through the lens of their experience of labor, visiting, and exchange (86).  Deutsch thus successfully demonstrates the importance of gender—particularly the interactions between women—to understanding not only cultural exchange but also the process of cultural domination.  In the villages, Anglo and Hispanic women negotiated power at the various locations of a cultural frontier.       


Where women followed men who sought wage work, the dynamics were different, but migration maintained its importance as a strategy for community perpetuation.  The Colorado Fuel and Iron Company altered the Hispanic community in mining camps and towns, mainly by imposing institutionalized structure for social organization and controlling its economy.  Street grids ordered space, and company-sponsored schools, as well agents of the company’s Sociological Department, conducted Americanization campaigns.  In the coal camps, as in the villages, Anglo women aimed to fill the role of cultural mediators.  But both Anglo and Hispanic women occupied peripheral roles in mining towns compared to their roles in the villages.  The locus of cultural negotiation became broader.  Because of the cultural constriction that affected Hispanics generally, Hispanic men and women looked beyond the mining towns to the larger regional community for opportunities.  


World War I saw the development of Mexican labor as a permanent fixture on the Anglo-Hispanic frontier as well as in the rest of the country (125).  During the war, the federal government increasingly became an instrument for the integration of Hispanic villagers into American political activity.  By the end of the war, however, the project had largely ended.  In the 1920s and ‘30s, the organizing factors of new communities increasingly included wage labor.  As a result, Hispanic women became further marginalized.  Relief during the Great Depression came in the form of programs that emphasized cultural preservation but which buttressed regional communities that did not sufficiently provide for Hispanic families.  New survival strategies on the Depression-era frontier became necessary, and Hispanic women helped to organize for their own relief. 


Skillfully written and methodologically ambitious and diverse, No Separate Refuge opens a great deal of analytical territory.  Although it represents an important contribution to women’s history, it also tends to defy discrete labels.  It demonstrates the centrality of gender—conceptions of social roles both for men and women—to the understanding of power relationships not only within a given culture but also between cultures that encounter one another over time.    



